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Between Death and Burial: Aninut 

                     (From: Martin Cohen, Ed. The Observant Life: The 
Wisdom of Conservative Judaism, p. 285) 


Mitzvah of Tohorah 

As he came forth from his mother’s womb, naked shall he return to go 
as he came, and shall take nothing for his labor, which he may carry 
away in his hand. (Ecclesiastes 5:14) (further interpreted: Just as a 
newborn child is immediately washed and enters the world clean 
and pure, so one who departs this world must be cleansed and 
made pure through toharah/purification) 

Mitzvah of the Burial Shroud (tackhrichin) 

Rehaba said in the name of Rab Judah: Whoever sees a corpse [on the way to burial] and does not accompany 
it16  comes under the head of 'He that mocketh the poor blasphemeth his Maker'. And if he accompanies it, 
what is his reward? R. Assi says: To him apply the texts: He that is gracious unto the poor lendeth unto the 
Lord,17  and he that is gracious unto the needy honoureth Him.18 

R. Hiyya and R. Jonathan were once walking about in a cemetery, and the blue fringe of R. Jonathan was 
trailing on the ground. Said R. Hiyya to him: Lift it up, so that they [the dead] should not say: Tomorrow they 
are coming to join us and now they are insulting us! (Berakhot 18b). 


Mitzvah of Keriyah--from Shulhan Arukh, Yoreh Deah 

When a person dies his close relatives are required to tear an upper garment at the neckline while standing; see 
340:1-2,4,9-14,20,27-31,33-35. The tear should be a handsbreadth long and should not be repaired for 30 days; for a 
parent it should reach the chest and should never be repaired (340:3,9-10,12-16,19). 

What [about] Rabban Gamaliel? — As it has been taught: At first the carrying out of the 
dead74  was harder for his relatives75  than his death [because of the great expense],76  
so that they left him77  and ran away, until Rabban Gamaliel78  came and adopted a 
simple style and they carried him out79  in garments of linen, and [then] all the people 
followed his example and carried out [the dead]80  in garments of linen. Said R. Papa: 
And now it is the general practice [to carry out the dead] even in rough cloth worth 
[only] a zuz.81 TB Ketubot 8b



Mitzvah of Burial in Earth/Coffin

In the sweat of your face shall you eat bread, till you return to the ground; for 
out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust shall you return. 
(Genesis 3:19) 


And the dust returns to the earth as it was; and the spirit returns to God who 
gave it. (Ecclesiastes 12:7) 

 


And the time drew nearer that Israel must die; and he called his son Joseph, 
and said to him, If now I have found grace in your sight, put, I beg you, your 
hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me not, I beg 
you, in Egypt. Genesis 47:29 

 

(from: Ron Wolfson, A Time to Mourn, A Time to                       
Comfort)                          


(From: Martin Cohen, Ed., The Observant Life: The 
Wisdom of Conservative Judaism, pp. 293-294)




