
A Frightened Person Cannot Be 

Free 

 
Contemporary man is an unfree be-

ing because he is insecure; he is tied 

to the moment, never knowing 

whether disaster will strike the next 

second. As a matter of fact, the more 

powerful the person, the more re-

stricted he is. I believe that 

no one is more of a prisoner 

than a ruler or president. 

Man is a social animal and 

cares about public opinion. 

Modern man does all he can 

in order to win favor in the 

eyes of the public. Even those who 

are legally free men, who are not 

slaves, are in bondage to nature, to 

society, to restrictive phobias, super-

stitions, and prejudices.  

 

There is only one way for man to free 

himself from all his restrictions, from 

all his fears, from all his phobias. 

Surrender to God frees man from his 

serfdom to his fellow man...Modern 

man is not free—a frightened person 

cannot be free. Terror and fear mean 

captivity for man.  

--Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, 

Festival of Freedom, 51; A Night to 

Remember, 58. 

I Am Free of Idols 
 

I had a very difficult childhood. I was stoned. I was called a Christ killer. And 

yet as a Jew I am never subdued or undone...As a Jew I am free, facing the 

whole wide world in my Jewishness. I may not be able to say what God is, 

who God is; I can make no definitive statement, no attributive statement about 

the Source of Being...But I can say what the Source is not. I’m free of idols, 

I’m not going to fall for false gods, false ideas. You can see through such a 

device, you can know an idol instantly, because you have been taught Torah. 

You know how to make a distinction between reality and illusion, between the 

actual and the fraudulent. Judaism is a training toward intellectual freedom 

and expansiveness and insight. That is how Jewishness, and also the spiritual 

force of restored Jerusalem and Israel, nourish and support and enliven me. 

They have helped me come through.  

 

--Cynthia Ozick, The God I Believe In, 167 and A Night to Remember, 57. 

Spiritual Freedom 

נּו ַהָּמקֹום ַלֲעבֹוָדתֹו. ינּו. ְוַעְכָׁשו ֵקְרָבֵֽ  ִמְּתִחָּלה עֹוְבֵדי ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה ָהיּו ֲאבֹוֵתֵֽ

In the beginning our ancestors were idol worshippers. But now the Place (Adonai) 

has brought us near to serve God. 

Physical Freedom 

ֹוַע ְנטּוָיה. נּו ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ִמָּׁשם, ְּבָיד ֲחָזָקה ּוִבְזרֵֽ ִים. ַוּיֹוִציֵאֵֽ  ֲעָבִדים ָהִיינּו ְלַפְרֹעה ְּבִמְצָרֵֽ

We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt. And God brought us out with a strong hand and 

an outstretched arm.  

Jewish By Choice 
We should ask ourselves what to do with our historic inheritance. In every generation, Jews have had to make a decision to re-
main Jewish. The Jewish people have survived for thousands of years because millions of Jews, over dozens of generations, have 
made personal decisions to uphold their identity...The Torah, the mitzvot, the languages spoken, the collective memory, the ways 
of life, the creative works—all these were sustained first and foremost by the decision that every Jew made privately: to stay a 
Jew and not to leave... Identity has meaning only when it can be abandoned; only when a person is allowed to leave; only when 
each individual makes the decision, freely, to keep his or her identity and not to change it. 
 
Amos Oz, All the Hopes: Thoughts on Israeli Identity, 1998, p. 56; A Night to Remember, 57. 

How does the decision to picture Har-

riet Tubman on the $20 bill celebrate 

both physical and spiritual freedom?   
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